
Geochemistry  
or not? 



Industry or Academia? 

http://www.deviantart.com/users/outgoing?http://tinypic.com?ref=dgte8n




• 1980 – early 1990’s 
– Exploration geochemistry  

(‘ the biomarkers era’) 
• Second part of 90’s 

– near extinction of geochemists  
in the industry 

• Very late 90’s – early 2000’s  
– Years of redefinition 

• Where can geochemists contribute?   
• Can we integrate?  
• Are we useful? 

• 2000-2010 (‘Production geochemistry era’) 
– New areas for geochemists 
– Increasing demand 

• >2010 
– Golden Era 
– Back to basics (Unconventionals) 
– New applications 
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It’s a Golden Era for geochemists 
Steve Larter 







Some Key Points 
• It doesn’t matter Geochemist or GeoChemist – each has 

its + & - 
• None expects from you to know the ‘business’ 
• Everyone expects from you to think out of the box, 

be innovative and ‘adventurous’ 
• Think INTEGRATION and APPLICATION 
• Be open minded to ‘unknown’ 
• Be mobile! 
• Some business sense doesn’t hurt… 
• …so doesn’t hurt to speak English  
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